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CASE.” 

This  is  the  title  of  an  anonymous  pamphlet  issued 
by  the  Research  Defence  Society. 

The  author,  who  hides  his  blushing  face  behind  the 
cryptic  legend,  “Form  C.  7,”  addressing  an  audience 
assumed  to  be  silly,  exclaims : — 

“ Remember,  that  no  operation,  more  than  the  lancing 
of  a vein  just  under  the  skin,  is  allowed  to  be  done  on  any 
animal  in  this  country,  unless  the  animal  is  under  an 
anaesthetic  all  the  time.” 

Possibly  the  audience  will  not  be  quite  so  silly  as 
to  forget  that  it  is  equally  true  that  no  one  “ is 
allowed  ” in  this  country  to  drive  a motor-car  over 
twenty  miles  an  hour,  and,  having  observed  the 
precise  similarity  of  these  legal  prohibitions,  will 
deduce  that  they  are  probably  equally  disobeyed. 

If  they  make  unbiassed  enquiries  they  will 
immediately  discover  that  “ the  facts  of  the  case  ” 
are  that  there  is  nothing  in  English  laboratories  but 
the  individual  taste  of  the  vivisectors  to  protect 
animals  from  the  extremest  torture,  and  the  most 
foolish  person  must  be  aware  that  the  habit  of 
vivisecting  animals  is  a slender  basis  for  the 
assumption  that  a man  has  a tender  heart. 
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“ In  some  cases,”  says  this  nameless  author,  “ the 
animal  is  allowed  to  come  round  after  the  operation, 
and  to  be  kept  for  observation  ; but  if  it  remains  in 
pain,  it  must  be  killed  under  an  anaesthetic.” 

Must  it?  A precisely  similar  obligation  is  laid  on 
a motorist  to  apply  his  break  if  the  car  exceeds 
twenty  miles  an  hour,  and  the  obligation  in  both 
cases  has  an  equal  chance  of  being  obeyed  in 
practice. 

Moreover,  the  person  who  decides  whether  the 
animal  is  “ in  pain  ” is  the  person  who  has  just  been 
cutting  it  up ! It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  writer  of 
such  rubbish  as  this,  which  I have  quoted  verbatim 
from  the  Research  Defence  Society’s  pamphlet, 
should  hide  his  egregious  identity  behind  the  mask 
of  “ Form  C.  ;.” 

Stephen  Coleridge. 


Published  by  The  N ational  Anti-Vivisection  Society,  92,  Victoria  Street, 

London,  S.W. 


